
Welcome!

We are so glad you are here!

We will get started shortly. 
In the meantime, we invite you to 

intentionally enter this space.

Silence your cell 

phone

Close the door

Close browser 

windows

Check your audio 

and video

Stretch

Take a few deep 

breaths

Emotionally release 

your to-do list

Take a bio break

Conversations with the Division 

Wednesday, April 29, 2026 || 1:00pm — 3:00pm ET



This session is being recorded.

Participants are encouraged to ask 
questions using the Q&A box.

Conversations with the Division

Hosted by the Healthy Start TA & Support Center at NICHQ
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Division of Healthy Start and Perinatal 

Services (DHSPS) Updates

Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB)



FY 2027 President’s Budget Request



Learn more at https://mchb.hrsa.gov
HRSA Maternal and Child Health

DHSPS Priority: Communication 
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https://mchb.hrsa.gov/
https://mchb.hrsa.gov/


Learn more at https://mchb.hrsa.gov
HRSA Maternal and Child Health
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DHSPS 
Priority: 
Align with 
MAHA

https://mchb.hrsa.gov/
https://mchb.hrsa.gov/


DHSPS Priority: Collaboration & Partnerships



Healthy Start All-Grantee Meeting (AGM)
September 14-16, 2026

Washington, DC
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Prior Approval Request to Carryover Funds

14

Healthy Start 

Grantees with an 

April 1 start date:
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82% participation

Thank you for completing the 

Annual Assessment!

82% of grantees participated



Conversations with the Division
Hosted by the Healthy Start TA & Support Center at NICHQ

Event 

Overview

Day 1: National Priorities

Day 2: Grantee Subcommittee

Day 3: PNML



• Cohort 1 Completed: 23 participants 
from October to December 2025 

• Cohort 2 Completed: 24 participants 
from January to March 2026 

• Cohort 3 In-Progress: 25 participants 
from April to June 2026

• Two additional cohorts in 2026 to ensure 
all grantees can participate

• Cohort 4: July-Sept // Cohort 5: Oct-Dec

Advancing Community Consortia 

Community of Practice (CoP)

Conversations with the Division
Hosted by the Healthy Start TA & Support Center at NICHQ



o Provides peer-to-peer 
learning and mentoring 
support to HS and HSE Project 
Directors

o Aims to strengthen 
organizational leadership and 
program performance

MATCHS Mentoring Program

Conversations with the Division
Hosted by the Healthy Start TA & Support Center at NICHQ

8 mentor/mentee pairs began 
their work together earlier 

this month!



• Aimed to strengthen group-based education 

programs, from planning and recruitment to 

facilitation, engagement, retention, and 

sustainability

• Three workshops were held in St. Louis, 

Charlotte, and Dallas

Strengthening Participation & Retention 
in Group-Based Education (GBE):

GBE Training Series

Conversations with the Division
Hosted by the Healthy Start TA & Support Center at NICHQ



Kenn Harris & Susanna Joy

Partnership for 
National MCH 

Leadership 
Updates
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The League of Voices & 
Michigan Public Health 

Institute



A p r i l  2 0 2 6

Conversations 
with the 
Division





W h o  We  A re  & W h at  We  D o

The League of Voices at MPHI equips and expands Healthy  Start and other MCH 
leaders through partnerships. Our approach is designed to address gaps and 

barriers to accelerate the transformation of the MCH ecosystem – and consequently 
MCH outcomes – through coordinated, community-driven action. 

Collaboration 

&  

Coordination

Current & 

Emerging 

Public Health 

Issues

Peer Learning 

& Support

Leadership & 

Workforce



W H AT W E  D I D  I N  O U R  F I R ST  Y E A R !

PNML Partnership 

Development (AMCHP, EDC, 

CityMatCH)

2025 Grantee Meeting

Leading Through Change 

Design Circles

Launched the MCH 

Community Consortium

Developed & Shared the 

MCH Ecosystem Framework

Strengthened & 

Enhanced our 

Relationships with YOU!



W H AT ’S  CO M I N G  N E X T ?
Growing the 

MCH Community 

Consortium!

Enhancing our  

Leadership 

Development 

Opportunities!

Joining you at the 

2026 Grantee 

Meeting!

Continuing to help 

you connect with 

MCH ecosystem 

partners!

Strengthening and 

Enhancing our 

Relationships with 

YOU!



M C H Com munity  C onsort i um ( M C C)

REGISTER & JOIN US AT OUR NEXT MCC METING!

Thursday, May 21 from 12-1:30pm ET

➢ Launched in 2025 with 100+ partners engaged

➢ Led by two Healthy Start Project Director Co-Chairs, Sharon 
Donaldson (FL) and D'Yuanna Allen-Robb (TN)

➢ Open to all MCH leaders and champions

➢ Opportunity to engage and build relationships with other MCH 
programs, initiatives, and partners



WE'D LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU NOW...

WE KNOW THERE’S A LOT HAPPENING ACROSS 
YOUR COMMUNITIES AND ROLES. 

WE WANT TO TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO LEARN 

WITH YOU, AND BETTER UNDERSTAND WHAT 

YOU ARE NAVIGATING TODAY AS A HEALTHY 

START LEADER



H o w  To  Pa r t i c i pa te

Join us here: https://www.menti.com/alg7g8wicjbo 

https://www.menti.com/alg7g8wicjbo


The League is working closely with 
AMCHP as the lead U01 partner and 

we will keep you updated on the 
national advocacy.

WE ARE STRONGER TOGETHER!



Thank You!



Vanessa Lee

FAQ 
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Lisa Bain, Natasha Ray, 
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AGM Subcommittee Role & Expectations

• Key partners in shaping AGM Day 2 – Tuesday, September 15th

• Grantee input will help inform key components of the agenda such as – topics, flow, speaker 
recommendations, etc. 

• Attend meetings as scheduled by Tri-Chairs, approximately 4 – 6 hours per month
• The AGM Subcommittee Tri-Chairs will be the representatives on the main AGM Planning 

Committee 

Subcommittee Members
• Goal is to have each region represented

✓ Seeking representation for seven (7) regions to work with the Tri-Chairs 
      (Regions: 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10)

• Seeking representation from rural and new grantees 

Timeline & Next Steps
• Subcommittee applications due by May 6, 2026
• Subcommittee meeting schedule TBD by Tri-Chairs 
• By end of May: Day 2 agenda finalized
• June onward: HRSA, NICHQ and Tri-Chairs collaborate to identify speakers; continued 

engagement in planning calls 

Conversations with the Division
Hosted by the Healthy Start TA & Support Center at NICHQ

AGM Grantee Subcommittee Overview



Facilitated by 
Healthy Start POs

AGM 
Breakout 

Discussion

Conversations with the Division

Hosted by the Healthy Start TA & Support Center at NICHQ



• You will be assigned to a breakout room

• Click ‘Join’ when the breakout room popup appears
• Breakout rooms will be facilitated by HS Project Officers 

and will last for 30 minutes

Conversations with the Division
Hosted by the Healthy Start TA & Support Center at NICHQ

Breakout Rooms



• What topics would be most helpful at this year’s AGM?
• What types of sessions on data and evaluation would be 

helpful or interesting?

• Are there any areas where your program is currently facing 
challenges that you would like to see addressed at the 
AGM?

• If you could design your “ideal” AGM session, what would it 
look like?

Conversations with the Division
Hosted by the Healthy Start TA & Support Center at NICHQ

Discussion Questions



Healthy Start POs

Report Out & 
Larger Group 

Discussion
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Mia Morrison

Closing & 
Next Steps
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Please take a moment to 
complete this satisfaction survey.
Your feedback is extremely valuable and will help ensure 

our offerings meet your support needs!

Conversations with the Division
Hosted by the Healthy Start TA & Support Center at NICHQ



Thank You!

Conversations with the Division

Hosted by the Healthy Start TA & Support Center at NICHQ
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