
Welcome!

We are so glad you are here!

We will get started shortly. 
In the meantime, we invite you to 

intentionally enter this space.

Silence your cell 

phone

Close the door

Close browser 

windows

Check your audio 

and video

Stretch

Take a few deep 

breaths

Emotionally release 

your to-do list

Take a bio break

Fatherhood Talk Tuesday

Tuesday, April 9, 2024 || 3:00pm — 4:30pm ET



Tuesday, April 9, 2024
3:00pm — 4:30pm ET

Fatherhood Talk 
Tuesday

The Healthy Start TA &  Support Center is operated by the National Institute for Children's 
Health Quality (NICHQ). This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) under 
grant number 1 UF5MC327500100 titled Supporting Healthy Start Performance Project.
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Kenn Harris

TASC
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Health Resources and Services 

Adm inistration (HRSA)

Grantee Spotlight: 

Healthy Start - Jackson 

Hinds Com prehensive 

Health Center (JHCHC)

Ernest Miller

JHCHC

Fatherhood Mentoring 

Program

Kenn Harris, TASC

Dr. Jeffery Johnson

National Partnership for 
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Wrap-up
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Participants are encouraged to share comments 

and ask questions using the chat box.

This session is being recorded.

All participants are muted upon entry. We ask that 

you remain muted to lim it background noise.

Fatherhood Talk Tuesday

Hosted by the Healthy Start TA &  Support Center at NICHQ



Founders:

Angela Doyinsola Aina



BLACK MATERNAL HEALTH WEEK 2024
Fatherhood Talk Tuesday

Our Bodies STILL Belong to Us: 

Reproductive Justice Now!

Making Room for Black Fathers:

To, Thru & Beyond Childbirth
Tuesday, April 9th 2024

Kenn Harris
Vice President for Engagement & Community Partnerships, Director of 

Healthy Start TA & Support Center, National Institute for Children's
Health Quality (NICHQ)



This presentation is designed to lift up Black fathers and the role that all fathers play in 
supporting, partners, pregnancy and maternal and infant outcomes.

When fathers are not There is more advocacy needed 

acknowledged and for including dads in systems that

celebrated, families and were not designed for him. 

communities suffer.



■ Amplify voices of fathers

■ Dispel myths about Black fathers

■ Reclaim Black narratives

■ CELEBRATION!

objectives



Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ



"As a Black mother 

and grandmother, I'm 

proud to launch the 

Black Maternal 

Health Caucus to 

ensure that Black 

women and infants 

have the rights, 

respect, and resources 

to thrive before, 

during, and after
pregnancy.”

- Congresswoman Alma Adams,

Co-Founder & Co-Chair of the

Black Maternal Health Caucus
Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ



"I'm honored to work 

with my colleagues in 

Congress and 

partners in industry, 

nonprofits, and the 

Administration to

find solutions to 

ending disparities and 

achieving optimal 

birth outcomes for all 

families.”
- Congresswoman Lauren 

Underwood, Co-Founder & Co-

Chair of the Black Maternal 

Health Caucus

Our Bodies STILL Belong to Us, Reproductive Justice Now!

Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ



celebrating 

Anastasia

Jamira Eaddy-Onque, center, and her husband, Ali Onque at the Birth Center of New Jersey in Union

Photographs by Alice Proujansky, The New York Times 

Published March 11, 2021

Their Bodies STILL Belong to Them, Reproductive Justice Now!



to support

making room for 
daddy

Their Bodies STILL Belong to Them, Reproductive Justice Now!

Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ
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amplify 

dispel the myths 

reclaim narratives

Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ

Their Bodies STILL Belong to Them, Reproductive Justice Now!

http://www.zunlee.com/


Jason, Callie, and Caleb.Credit...Courtesy of Twenty Eight Ink

health care setting,”

“There’s more of a need for 

people to be able to cultivate a 

space that feels good and feels 

safe for them. There are fewer

opportunities to see that happen

in a more traditional health care

setting, and that’s problematic.”

Dr. Rachel Hardeman, Researcher on 

Reproductive Health Equity at the 

University of Minnesota

Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ

Their Bodies STILL Belong to Them, Reproductive Justice Now!



“It is easier to build strong

children than to repair

broken men”
[Frederick Douglass].

If our children are 

truly going to be 

strong, we have 

to build and

restore 
fatherhood,
especially in

Black families.

Illustration by Andrea Ventura.

Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ



building black fatherhood

Fa t h e r h o o d 
Mo v e m e n t

2010

MCH
1912

fatherhood across the timeline

20th 

Century
Fatherhood

21st

Century
Fatherhood

112
34

2024
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Healthy Start programs tell 
the story of how fathers 

support pregnancy; 
contribute to better birth 

outcomes; and create 
optimal opportunities for 

infants to thrive

Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ

Their Bodies STILL Belong to Them, Reproductive Justice Now!



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDNPhX6RtHer-_rRM9RO-zJpUGpoHJqwG

From wellness to 

grief, laughter, and 

love, the Black Love 

Podcast Network has 

become the home

of authentic Black

stories that 
showcase the 

breadth of 360 
degrees of Black

love.

making room 

for daddy
“doula- dad training”

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDNPhX6RtHer-_rRM9RO-zJpUGpoHJqwG


“doula certi f ication”

https://www.blackenterprise.com/a-black-male-doula-steps-up-to-advocate-for-women-during-childbirth/

“Being a Male Doula for 

Our Own means not 

only dismantling stigmas 

but showing up and 

protecting Black 

Women who are 4X 

more likely to die from

childbirth.”
Dustin Young

Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ

http://www.blackenterprise.com/a-black-male-doula-steps-up-to-advocate-for-women-during-childbirth/


Mary Coley (1900s)

Ms. Arilla Smiley (1960s) 

GEORGIAMaude Collins (1920s) 

S OUTH CAROLINA

Ms. Wanda Irving

Ms. Kimberly Seals Allers

Dr. Karen Scott

Our Bodies STILL Belong GtoEORUGIAs, Reproductive Justice Now!

Margaret Charles Smith (1900s) 

ALABAMA

Dr. Amutah-Onukagha



William Moore, Health Educator, Saint Paul – Ramsey County Public 
Health, in Saint Paul, Minnesota, named as one of the 40 Under 40 in

Public Health by the de Beaumont Foundation.

Male Certified Lactation Counselors & Doulas



advocate 

dadvocate

dadvocacy



“Iamjust

trying toshareas

much knowledge

asI  haveto

help somebody

else."

omarimaynard,partnerof
Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ



make him visible!
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stronger together

Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ

Their Bodies STILL Belong to Them, Reproductive Justice Now!

http://www.sarahprall.com/newborns-babies-and-toddlers/children-family-newborn-infant/vgl1op9khqdev95cy9e6rxdiuvt
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being visible
reclaiming & restoring black (& brown) fatherhood

celebrating black brothers!

Fatherhood

T LKTuesdays
A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported bythe SHSPP HealthyStart TA Center at NICHQ

http://www.sarahprall.com/newborns-babies-and-toddlers/children-family-newborn-infant/vgl1op9khqdev95cy9e6rxdi


thank you!

kharris@nichq.org

stronger together!

may you find your place in the Black Maternal Health Space!
Save Black Mothers and Birthing People!

Making Room for Black Fathers:

To, Thru & Beyond Childbirth

mailto:kharris@nichq.org
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How does dad's 

involvement improve 

Black maternal health?



Kathryn Karnell 

HRSA 
Celebrates 

BMHW

Fatherhood Talk Tuesday

Hosted by the Healthy Start TA &  Support Center at NICHQ

Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA)



Black Maternal Health Week, April 11 – 17, 2024, is an opportunity to raise 

awareness and take action to improve the health of Black mothers. Use this toolkit 

to join @HRSAgov, spread the word, and share your work and accomplishments. 

Learn more about how HRSA is strengthening Black maternal health.

Digital Communications Specialist, Health Resources and Services 

Administration, HHS

https://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs-impact/focus-areas/maternal-health/black-maternal-health/toolkit#:%7E:text=Black%20Maternal%20Health%20Week%2C%20April,share%20your%20work%20and%20accomplishments.


https://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs-impact/focus-areas/maternal-health/black-maternal-health/engaging-dads-testimonial

https://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs-impact/focus-areas/maternal-health/black-maternal-health/engaging-dads-testimonial




Ernest Miller

Grantee 
Spotlight

Fatherhood Talk Tuesday

Hosted by the Healthy Start TA &  Support Center at NICHQ

Healthy Start - Jackson Hinds Comprehensive 
Health Center (JHCHC)



Jackson, MS

Ernest Miller

Fatherhood Coordinator/Case Manager



Overview

The Fatherhood Initiative Program at 

Jackson Hinds Comprehensive Health 

remains committed to Dads with the 

highest level of engagement and 

resource utilization.



Overview

 Through rigorous adaptation 

protocols and fundamental 

implementations of services 

provided, Dads are able to 

make better informed decisions 

through the prevailing power of 

their presence for the nurturing 

and efficacious welling being of 

mom, baby and family.



JHCHC Fatherhood Initiative began 
January 01, 2024 prizing its Dads. By 
collecting and organizing Dads’ birthday 
data to create and send digital greetings 
for their respective birthday. This 
“prizing” means that Dads intentionally 
thought about and celebrated. 

Positive impacts registers with Dads.

Dads, “Dad-up” when they know that 
THEY are not forgotten. 

Overview



Positive impacts registers with Dads.

Dads, “Dad-up” when they know that 
THEY are not forgotten. 

Overview



Challenges?

JHCHC Fatherhood Initiative Program remains connected to the 
community as a central conduit through which vital information is 
conveyed and retrieved to better serve Dads who support both mom and 
baby. Advocation, Adumbration and Appreciation emerge as the 
definitive prevalence that JHCHC FIP is present or has passed through 
successfully.

The JHCHC Fatherhood Initiative Program continues to employ three 
key and fundamental pillars that are uncompromisable foundational 
values as: Engagement, Education and Enlightenment. 



Challenges?

To uphold and support the restoration and evolution in Dads’ self-worth 
which becomes his legacy that he is able to pass on to his family. 

We have observed that Dads’ positive presence benefits the nurturing 
and efficacious welling being of mom, baby and family. 



Proper Support is Key

Dad preparing for Baby Making the Connection on Dads’ 
Behalf



Highlights & Successes

No Shave November Challenge; Valentine Safe-Planning Kits; Kiting with 
Dad; “GRITS” Challenge; “Lean On Me” Dads Conference; Infant 
Mortality Awareness Summit; “Dad-aration” Messages; Voter Registration 
Champaign; 

Collaboration with the Library System in a Summer Reading Program 
June (2023;  Community Wellness Day (March 2023); Lactation 
Celebration (August 2023); HIPS of JHCHC; Black Men’s Health Equity 
Council (August 2023) ); Participated in Reading Across America at local 
Parochial School (March 2024); Collaboration w/LINKS of Jackson



Highlights & Successes

The “Lean On Me” Dads’ Conference scheduled for June 8, 2024. Local 
Ministers (Pastors) are being encouraged to attend to bridge the 
community gap in assisting Dads to access reliable networks before crises 
arise.  

Because of JHCHC reputable history and the leadership of its CEO, Dr. 
Jasmin Chapman, acquiring community support continues to be 
progressive and positive.



Highlights and Successes
BLACK MEN’S HEALTH EQUITY COUNCIL



Highlights and Successes

VOTER REGISTRATION AN ELECTION DAY REMINDER



Highlights and Successes

INFANT MORTALITY AWARENESS THE “GRITS” CHALLENGE



Highlights and Successes

NO SHAVE NOVEMBER FLYER
NSN CANCER AWARENESS 

INFORMATION TABLE



Highlights and Successes



Highlights and Successes



Highlights and Successes



Highlights and Successes

READING IS FUNDAMENTAL PICK YOUR FAVORITE GENRE



Fatherhood 
Information 

and 
Education

Center



Lessons Learned/Advice to Colleagues?

Dads are waiting on someone to support them in their journeys. Do not 
be reserved when approaching and speaking to Dads.  

Be truthful and honest. Speak to be understood and listen to 
understand.

Plan your work and work your plan. Stephen Covey in his book The 7 
Habits of Highly Effective People states, “…one should always begin  with 
the end in mind….”

Monthly Fatherhood Webinars; Texting4Dads 





Kenn Harris & Dr. Jeffery Johnson

Fatherhood 
Mentoring 

Program

Fatherhood Talk Tuesday

Hosted by the Healthy Start TA &  Support Center at NICHQ



Satisfaction Survey
Your feedback is extremely valuable and will help 

ensure our offerings meet your support needs!

Fatherhood Talk Tuesday

Hosted by the Healthy Start TA &  Support Center at NICHQ



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

KENN!!!



Fatherhood & Beyond 
featuring Special 
Panel
Tuesday, May 14

3:00pm  — 4:30pm  ET

Fatherhood Talk Tuesday

Hosted by the Healthy Start TA &  Support Center at NICHQ

NEXT FATHERHOOD TALK TUESDAY



Thank you !

Fatherhood Talk Tuesday

Hosted by the Healthy Start TA &  Support Center at NICHQ
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