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Fatherhood 
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Agenda

Danisha Charles, NICHQClosing

AllQuestions & Answers

Dr. Derrick Gordon, Yale Consultation CenterPositive Parenting

Kenn Harris, NICHQIntroductions

Michael Muni, DHSPSWelcome

Lisa Hong, NICHQHousekeeping



• This session is being recorded.

• All participants are muted upon entry. We ask that you 

remain muted to limit background noise.

• Members are encouraged to participate in the 

discussion by typing your comments or asking questions 

using the chat box.

Meeting Logistics
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• Join the Zoom Meeting by clicking the Zoom Meeting link

& launching the Zoom application 

• An audio conference box will appear

• If you do not see the box, click ‘Join Audio’
• From the audio conference box, select ‘Phone Call’ or 

‘Computer Audio’
• If using the phone:

• Dial one of the given numbers next to “Dial”
• You will be prompted to enter the Meeting ID

• Then you will be prompted to enter the Participant ID

Connecting to the Audio Conference
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Chat here to 

everyone!

3

A sidebar will appear 

where you can chat 

to all participants.

2

Click the Chat button 

at the bottom of the 

Zoom window.

1

How to Chat
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How to Chat
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After you have 

successfully joined, you 

will receive a 

confirmation message.

22333

HEALTHYSTART428

You’ve joined Healthy 
Start’s session 
(HEALTHYSTART428).

22333

HEALTHYSTART428

Send all messages to 

the five-digit number 

22333

To join, include in body 

of text the word 

HEALTHYSTART428

You only need to do this 

once

Participating with
via text messaging
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• Capitalization does not matter; spelling and spaces do.

• You only have to text ‘HEALTHYSTART428’ the first time. After that, 
send normal text messages to respond to polls.

• If texting 22333 does not work, visit pollev.com/HEALTHYSTART428 

to respond to the current poll.

• There will be NO charges to your cellphone beyond what your phone 

carrier typically charges for a text message.

Additional Tips for
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Welcome

Michael Muni

Project Officer

Division of Healthy Start and 
Perinatal Services
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Fatherhood

A forum for fatherhood coordinators supported by the SHSPP Healthy Start TA Center at NICHQ



Introduction 

Kenn Harris

Healthy Start TA &
Support Center
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National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
recognizes the importance of families and communities working together to 

strengthen families to prevent child abuse and neglect.

#ChildAbusePreventionMonth https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/guide_2021.pdf

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/guide_2021.pdf




Explore Positive 

Parenting!

Goals:

provide expertise to you as 

you support your fathers

Importance of 

understanding 

father’s roles 
across the 

continuum

Engage in dialogue 

around this topic!



Who is He?
• Needs related to connecting with children

• Types of support needed for successful parenting





Intentionality: Involvement and Inclusion

ICE – inclusion, connection, engagement



BEFORE DURING AFTER BEYOND

Promote father involvement Improve parenting (co-parenting)

Core Adaptive Model for fatherhood (CAM®)



https://www.who.int/pmnch/about/en/

Graphic enhanced from The Partnership for Maternal, Newborn & Child Health (PMNHC) to includes fathers

https://www.who.int/pmnch/about/en/


f r o m S e s a m e  S t r e e t  t o B l u e s  C l u e s

Keeping fathers out of 

MCH doesn't work!

Building off what we know 

from MCH… it can work great!



Promoting Positive 
Parenting



Positive Parenting 

Dr. Derrick Gordon

Yale Consultation Center
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Fathers' role in promoting Positive 

Parenting Practices: Identifying 

obstacles and creating possibilities

Derrick M. Gordon, Ph.D.
The Consultation Center

Yale University School of Medicine



Setting the stage.....



What do we mean 

when we say, 

"Positive Parenting 

Practices?" • These are parenting behaviors that 

prepares your child for independence

• These behaviors exhibited by parents 

consider their stage of development

• They are "positive" in that they are 

focused on engaging the child in ways 

that can feel good



What do you 

mean when you 

say, "they are 

developmentally 

grounded?"

• It understands that children, depending 

on where they are 

developmentally, need different things 

from their parents

• These needs are related to their:

• Physical

• Emotional/Psychological

• Social

• Cognitive development



So, when we think about 
positive parenting skills, these 
skills should be tailored to where 
our kids are at developmentally?

•

•



What are these practices?



Pre-term children need......

•

•

•

•

Drawn from: https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/positiveparenting/index.html



Infant children need......

• Fathers to talk to them

• Answer them when they 

make sounds

• Read to them

• Sing to them

• Praise and give lots of 

attention

• Cuddle them

• Play with them

•

Drawn from CDC's Positive Parenting Tips: https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/positiveparenting/index.html



Toddler children (1-2 years of age) need........

• To be read to daily

• Asked to find things or name parts of body

• Play matching games

• Explore new things

• To be talked to

• Develop some independence

• You to respond more to wanted behaviors

• You to encourage curiosity

Drawn from: https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/positiveparenting/index.html



What does this 

mean for you?



Considering the 
profile of the men 

you serve....

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

http://news.schoolsdo.org/2016/11/fathers-should-communicate-warmth-acceptance/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


List the different 

profiles of 

fathers served....

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-ND.

https://journalistsresource.org/studies/government/immigration/residential-segregation-new-hispanic-destinations-cities-suburbs-rural-communities-compared/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


How will the 

positive 

parenting 

practices change 

as a function of 

these?



Thank you
Derrick M. Gordon, Ph.D.
The Consultation Center

Yale University School of Medicine



Questions?
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Can be found on the EPIC website or  

bit.ly/hs-deadlines-and-events

https://bit.ly/hs-deadlines-and-events
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Building a Successful Fatherhood Program Training
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The Building a Successful Fatherhood Program Training was held on 
January 29 and March 19. 

Visit healthystartepic.org to view the session recordings and content.

Reminder: 

Please return the Checklist (Worksheet 11) 

to healthystart@nichq.org

mailto:healthystart@nichq.org


Available to Grantees:

One-Year License of 
Fathering in 15 Curriculum
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If you are interested in obtaining the Fathering in 15 curriculum for your 

Healthy Start project, please complete the survey by Friday, April 16.
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Contact Information

Michael Muni

Project Officer, Division of Healthy Start & Perinatal Services

Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB)

Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)

Email: mmuni@hrsa.gov

Phone: 301-443-2052

Web: www.mchb.hrsa.gov

Twitter: Twitter.com/HRSAgov

Facebook: Facebook.com/HHS.HRSA  

mailto:bwood@hrsa.gov
http://www.mchb.hrsa.gov/
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Connect with HRSA

To learn more about our agency, visit

www.HRSA.gov

FOLLOW US:

Sign up for the HRSA eNews

http://www.hrsa.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://twitter.com/HRSAgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1159357/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube


Evaluation
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May 11, 2021 from 3-4:30 PM ET

May Fatherhood Talk Tuesday:

ACF Fatherhood FIRE Grant
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Thank you!

Contact the TA & Support Center at 
healthystart@nichq.org
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mailto:healthystart@nichq.org

