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Mount Vinson

Changing for the 

Better – Focus 

on Entire Family

Mount Kilimanjaro

Fatherhood Research, 

Tomorrow!

Mount Everest

Co-Parenting: A 

New Paradigm to 

Enhance the 

Relationship Health 

Among Low-Income 

Unmarried Parents

Mount Aconcagua

Woman to Woman 

– Working with 

Mothers

Mount Elbrus

Our Advocacy 

During the 

Maternal 

Mortality Crisis

Mount Kosciuszko

The Descend – Back 

to Base Camp

Mount Denali

Implementing with 

Father Compassion

the agenda
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Summit Navigator

Dr. Art James, TASC, Senior MCH Consultant



Fatherhood Summit 2023 | The Future of Fatherhood, Families and Communities

Greeting
MCHB, Wash ington DC

Brandon Wood, DHSPS Project Officer and NICHQ Liaison for Fatherhood

DHSPS Activities: Fatherhood Workgroup Lead
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Today’s Expedition
Boston

Summit Navigator

Kenn Harris, VP for Engagement & Community 

Partnerships, NICHQ, TASC
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Mountaineers
B o s t o n

Mountaineer Engagement

Data-Gathering Before We Go Up! 
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Vinson
Antarct ica
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Changing for the Better – Focus on Entire Family
Commissioner Tanguler Gray, Commissioner, Office of 

Child Support Services (video)
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Mountaineer Engagement

Discussion at tables
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Kilamanjaro
Af r ica

Fatherhood Research, Tomorrow!
Dr. Ronald Mincy, Maurice V. Russell Professor of Social Policy and 

Social Work Practice, Director of the Center for Research on Fathers, 

Children, and Family Well-Being
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Discussion at tables
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break!



Denali
Alaska
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Implementing with Father Compassion
Seth Chamberlain, Branch Chief, Healthy Marriage and Responsible Fatherhood (HMRF), 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 

Families’ (ACF), Office of Family Assistance (OFA)
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Implementing with Father Compassion
Seth Chamberlain, Branch Chief, Healthy 

Marriage and Responsible Fatherhood (HMRF), 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Administration for Children and Families’ (ACF), 
Office of Family Assistance (OFA)
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Mountaineer Engagement

Discussion at tables
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lunch!



Everest
China (Nepal - T ibet )
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Co-Parenting: A New Paradigm to Enhance the Relationship 

Health Among Low-Income Unmarried Parents
Dr. Jeffrey M. Johnson, President and CEO, National Partnership for Community Leadership and Meisha 

Henderson, Vice President, Workforce Services, Maximus



Fatherhood Summit 2023 | The Future of Fatherhood, Families and 
Communities



Fatherhood Summit 2023 | The Future of Fatherhood, Families and 
Communities

Meisha Henderson
Vice President, Workforce Services, Maximus
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p a n e l  w i t h  o u r  p r o g r a m s
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Aconcagua
Argent ina
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Woman to Woman – Working with Fathers and Mothers
Avis D. Files, Director of Family and Supportive Services, Pathway Inc. Brothers United Fatherhood
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p a n e l  w i t h  o u r  f a t h e r h o o d  

c o o r d i n a t o r s
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Mountaineer Engagement

Discussion at tables
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Mount Elbrus
Russ ia
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dadvocate

dadvoc

acy

Our Advocacy During the Maternal Mortality Crisis Charles 

Johnson, Founder & Board Chair, 4Kira4 Moms
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ref lection
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p a n e l  w i t h  o u r  f a t h e r s
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Mount Koscuiszko
A u s t r a l i a

The Descend – Back to Base Camp
Reflections & Recommendations
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“It is easier to build strong children 
than to repair broken men”

[Frederick Douglass]. 

If our children are 

truly going to be 

strong, we have 

to build  and 

restore 

fatherhood, 

especially in 

Black families.

Illustration by Andrea Ventura.

Fatherhood Summit 2023 | The Future of Fatherhood, Families and Communities



MCH
1935 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 20231912

20th

Century
Fatherhood

21st 

Century
Fatherhood

1975
WIC was established

F a t h e r h o o d  

M o v e m e n t

1 9 9 6  

TA N F

A D C

1 9 3 5

A F D C

1 9 6 2

1991
The Administration for 

Children and Families (ACF) 

was created  allowing the 

U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services to 

merge the Office of Human 

Development Services with 

the Family Support 

Administration, along with 

the Maternal and Child 

Health Block Grant 

Program.

1992
Public Law 102–
521, the Child 

Support Recovery 

Act of 1992, 

imposed a 

Federal criminal 

penalty for the 

willful failure to 

pay a past due 

child support 

obligation

1975
The child 

support 

collection 

system officially 

launched in, 

which is when 

the government 

established 

Section IV-D of 

the Social 

Security Act

1950
The first federal 

legislation on 

private child 

support was 

enacted

building fatherhood
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fathers' rights 
groups in the 

1990s and beyond 

19th 20th 
s

t

charity 

workers 

with local law 

enforcement 

in the 19th 

century

social 
workers 
through the 

1960s 

conservative
s during the 

1970s

women's 
groups and 

women 
legislators in 

the 1980s

Innovation of Child Support
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Many struggle with how to include fathers in their work with mothers and infants and 

the struggle gets deeper when it comes to integrating fathers into actual services? 

It’s important to understand the history of “exclusion” of fathers, 
Black & Brown fathers in particular, before we can achieve 

success in authentic father inclusion. 

Past research demonstrates that we have all but rendered him 

invisible.  And in the Age of Mass Incarceration, Black & Brown fathers 

are in a struggling to be seen; seen as valuable contributors, 

providers, and advocates for their families. 

If we are truly going to achieve health equity for  all in the future and keep 

Black & Brown mothers and infant alive, we must realize that they are 

stronger together. 

Black fatherhood matters when it comes to addressing 

disparities in infant and maternal mortality. It’s time to uplift 
Black Fatherhood because Black fatherhood matters. 



clinicprogramorganizationsystemscommunitysociety

inclusion, connection, 

engagement
remove barriers for fathers & families

fathers in the MCH systems and hospital systems

father 

inclusion
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what are essential elements of father 

inclusion in MCH?

what core components of services are 

necessary to successfully engage fathers?

what federal agencies need to be better 

aligned?

what kinds of policy needs to be 

addressed to move fatherhood forward?

with regards to research, where do we 

need to go from here? questions
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observations

lessons-learned

opportunities

challenges remain

recommendations to 

MCHB and other federal 

agencies questions
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next steps
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